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the old vernacular literature is both scanty and obsolete, the
necessity of providing food for the mind of the rising genera-
tion is evoking, and will yet further evoke, the original talent of
Native authors. The Government has responded to the popular
sentiment by promoting the culture of the vernaculars to a
degree unknown even among the best of the preceding Native
governments. Indeed, the successful vigour, with which this is
done by the British in India, is a fact probably unique in the
history of conquering races.

The third question is stated thus : is the Western education
subverting the several existing religions, and if so, is- Christianity
advancing sufficiently to take their place? How far is the
system of caste shaken ?

The Western education has not affected the Muhammadan
faith. It has subverted the Hindu faith, or the Brahminical
religion, among the educated classes of Hindus, but not among
the masses. The educated people on abandoning what
may be termed the religion of mediaeval Hinduism, do not
become irreligious, but revert to the primitive Hindu faith, or
else adopt some form of theism. Christianity is not advancing
sufficiently to take the place of the heathen religions whenever
they are renounced. It is growing, however, absolutely fast,
though it still covers but a small part of the ground rela-
tively to the vastness of the population. But the number
of Native Christians has increased at the rate of fifty per
cent, in every decade for the last thirty years, or one gene-
ration, and with the existing missionary agencies, some
considerable ratio of increase will probably be maintained.
Whether any decided expansion shall occur, must depend upon
the efforts of the Christian Churches. It may occur largely
if the missionary zeal and the resources of the Churches shall
increase. Meanwhile the results, as compared with the agency
employed, are quite satisfactory to all concerned, Christianity
wins no rapid way among the educated classes by reason of